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In his short story “Funes, the Memorious,” a fictional version of Jorge Luis Borges relates the 
story of a young man paralyzed after being bucked off a horse. The bedridden Funes comes to 
think of his tragedy as a gift, as he has acquired the capacity of infallible memory. Each 
perception of the present, and every recollection of the past, falls within an infinite volume of 
distinct images, so that existing words no longer sufficiently capture his ever-growing awareness. 
While Funes may have more memories than “all mankind has probably had since the world has 
been the world,” he is no longer capable of thought, for he has lost the ability to forget. 
 
 
If Funes alone has the right to remember, then we, like Borges, are constituted by our forgetting. 
We belong to a generation who did not stand witness to the histories that directly inform our 
present, in large part, the failures of the major ideologies of the 20th Century. We remain forever at 
an insurmountable distance to these failures. Our relationships to these histories continue to be 
reconfigured and redefined, and our positions flicker between those of Borges and Funes. We are 
compelled to use a language that transmits a shared experience, yet we are bound by the 
impossibility of deciphering an ever-expanding number of histories. 
 
Inspired by Borges, we pose the following questions: Does the urgency to reflect upon our pasts 
reinforce existing dominant narratives? Does the act of threading our memories together as a 
platform for political action, in fact, dissolve them into ongoing processes that fetishize historical 
and cultural differences? What does it mean for us to claim that we belong to one post-conflict 
generation? Speaking from a “we” seems to run the risk of being simultaneously heterogeneous 
and hegemonic. We therefore initiate this project as a space of dialogue, even of conflict, among 
the diverse standpoints of cultural backgrounds. The works in this exhibition reflect a generation 
that has confronted history and memory as prompts to engage with narratives through which the 
past is articulated, transmitted, shared, and often fictionalized. 
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